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To he Reader, 

onely to the ears . but the heart3.of their 
eAnditors/ und therefore wonder not if 
thou meeteft with any thing that may look 
like a T antology, fince I would rather be 
gailey of that-then to take my own judg- 
ment for leaviny put anything deliveret, 7 
ſhoutdbr forry, if the publication of this 
Sermon, which was intended for the ſatis- 
i fathonof, all; _ prove tothe diſſatis- 

fattionof any, however 1 hope thou wilt be 
focandid to lay any fault.in Printing" or 
the likeat the publiſhers door ,. nos-at the 
Preachers. { have but one requeR#- more;, 
and that fs, that: the Reader would pro- 
pawn! ws boneſtends tobimfelf ,. im read- 
ing it; as Tdidin tranſeribing of it, in ho 
doing / ſhall 'be ſatisfied, and bewill-be 
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Having therefepe theſe promiey.” dbar- 
 b Beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves. 


"1; f d Sd 9 1 L i:5 LWWUOOYGAUNIIY 24 . 
T is the Title 1 iotend'by the help of God | to' in- 
4 {iſt upon , this ſweet-Parenthafis in the Text ' (my 
dedrly' Beloved) wherein you have the Apoſtle 
breathing out his affe&ions ro his people ; he ſpeaks 
now- '«s a Paſtor , "and to- them' as (his ſpiritual 
Children, avy dearly beloved. Firſt, here is the Title, 
29 Beloved ; ſecondly , the Exhortation to holineſs, 
let urcleanſe our ſelves; > thirdly, the means how we 
{bould be cleanſed and fanftified , having theſe promi- 
ſer; It is_the firſt F intend : the Title the Apoltle 
pives to the Corinthians , hispeople , his Children, 
15 dear beloved. pt en T, v1 
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Do. Thet the offe&jont of right Goſpel Miniſter 


tp his people , are very ſtrong aud ardent. * * 


There are two things in every Miniſter of Chriſt 
that are much exercifed'; 'his Head, - and bis 'Hearrt ; 
his Head with labour, and his heart with love.-* 

1. His head with labour , the work' of 'a' Mi- 
niſter if done aright , is a work -fitter for Angels 
then for Men. It 1s our work to open the Qracles 
of God. , even theſe ſacred; avd'/profonnd” things, 
WA B that 
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that the Angels ſearch into. If God did not help 
vs, we might ſoen fink under the weight of ſuch a: 
burden. A oo LW Eb 
G 2. Asa Miniſters mo is eB with voor, 
vis Heart with love, and ity hard tofay whiab of theſe 
ow Re ke it B in the Text , deily Belo- 
ved... BILE 

In theſe words we have St. Paxl laying fiege to 
theſe Corinthians , and labouring to make a happy 
Vidtory',. to conquer 'them with kindneſs. 

St. Paxls heart was a ſpring of love , his lips were 
the pipes , the Corinthiaus were the Ciſtern in the 
which, this ſpring did ran. This holy Apoſtle. was a 
mirrour, or pattern of love; to the taning Cqriztb;- 
ans, Pauls Tears did drop; to the praying Corin- 
thiaxs, his love did bura;z holy Paxl he was a Cera» 
phim , his heart did burn in flannng affeQtions to 
his people, how. many appelations dq we find, ſcatte- 
red in'his Epiſtles, that are witneſs of his love, he tells 
his people. to whom he ſometimes wrote, ſamecimes 
preached , 2 Cor. 12. 14. I ſeek not yours , but you 3 
he looked more after: their ſouls, then after their 
ſilver 3 -2s.a teader Nurle cherrifbeth her Child with 
her breſt, lo did Pax/ cherith Hns people with the 
breaſt Milk of the word , 1 Theſ. 2. 7. we were wil- 
ling to impart -to you our own ſouls , becauſe you 
were dear to us; this man of Cod.'did not onely 
Preach his Sermons to his people, but would part 
with his own ſoul to them; ſuch was Pauls aftetti- 
on to his people , that without a complement he 
loved them more then his life; Phil. 2.17. If 4 be 
offered upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, 1 
| i9- 
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joy and rejoyce with you alt , us if he'had faid,, if it 


be fo that my blood” be” poured gut as a ſacrifice; 
and my pre #ty way ferviceable to you , if it 
may help forward the ftrerigth and comfort of 
your faith, I am willing to dye; T rejoyce 
to do it, _ So full of affection and bowels was 
this Apoſtle , that he could not chyſe but love his 
eople, although the more he loved them, the lels 
e ſhould be beloved, 2 Cor. 12. 15. O how did 
Paxl ſweeten all his Sermons with love 3 If he re- 
proved fin he was angry in lpve, he dipt the Pill in 
Sugar , Gal. 4-9, 10. bow turn you again to the weak, 
and be erly Elements —— Toy obſerve Days and Mov 
nets and times, I am affraid of you; and {ce here how 
he chides their fins, and at the ſame time courts 
their ſouls 3 no ſooner doth he lance the wound, 
but preſently he pours in Wine and Oyl inito the 
wound , fo well did Pawl love his people, that he 
would not juſtly give any offence to the weakeſt 
beleiver, 1 Cor. 83.,13. If great, makg #9 Brobher to 
nd, I will never tat meat while the World  Bandeth, 
. Paul was like fome tender Mother , who forbear- 
eth to eat thoſe meats ſhe might , for fear of hur- 
ting the Child ſhe . ay ſuck to ; thys you fee 
he was a ſpiritual Father made up of love. 
| And ſurely Beloved, this affeQion in ſome de- 
ree is in every true Miniſter of Chriſt (they are 
11 of ſympathy and bowels, over whom the Holy 
Ghoft hath made themoverſeers.) | 
There are reaſons. ( which I will but glance at) 
firſt, why it will be thus, and ſecondly, why it fhoutd 
be thus. Firſt, [t will be thus for two reaſons. 
| B 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, From that.principle within, which teacheth. 


love, grace doth not fire the heart ,with plhog, 


but with compaſſion 5 grace in the heart of a Mi- 
niſter' files off that ruggedneſs that is upon his. 
ſpirit, and makes him Jovely and curtious : Paul 
he onee breathed out perſecution , but when grace: 
came, this Bramble was turned into a ſpiritual Vine, 
swiſting himſelf about the. ſouls. of his people with 
loving embraces. | 
Secondly , From <:a091 njgw7 relation that is be» 
tween him aad his people, he.is a (pirjtnal Father, 
and ſhall we think himto be without bowels., 1 Cor, 
I0.15. Though you have ten thouſand inſtrufers, yet 


have you not many Fathers , for 1 have begotttes you-' 


through the Goſpel 3 ſome he begat to Chriſt, others 
he built up. in. Chrift 3 doth not a Father provide 
carefully for his child , .can a Father ſee the bread 
taken from his child,and will not his heart be affeRed. 
Is it not a grief to a parent to ſee:his child put to ſuck. 
1 o INTRON 

Secondly , "There. ſhould be: this ardent. love -in 
every Miniſter for this reaſon .3 Becauſe this is the 
moſt likelyeſt . way to do moſt good., knotty and 
ſtubborn hearts will ſooneſt be wrote- on. by kind- 
neſs ; fire doth melt the hardeſt mettle , and the fire- 


of love by Gods bleſling, is able to melt the obdurate 


ſinner; a Barnabas or ſon of conſolation ; who comes 


ina ſpirit of meeknels is firteſt.todo a piece of Goſpel | 


Chyrurgery, toreſtore and put ſuch a one in joynt 
again,that is overtaken witha faule, Gal..6. 1.ſo much 
for the DoCtrinal part... 
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| Application in ſeveral Iyferences. "*N009 

Fixſt, Sce here the'right charafter of a Goſpel Mini” 

r, he is full of love, he exhorts, he comforts, 'be 
reproves and all in love ; he is never angry with: his 
people but becauſe they will not be ſaved, Ohow loth 
is a Miniſter of Chriſt to ſee precious-ſouls (like ſo ma; 
ry jewels) caſt over-board into the dead Sca of Hell? 
A conſciencious Miniſter would accoynt it an uhhap- 
py day if he (ſhould gain the.world and Joſe the ſouls 
of his people * He ſaith as the: King of ' Sodom. to A» 
braham, Gen. 14.21, Give. me the. perſons . and take 
you the goods. = n | 
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by life a Leper. | 
Thirdly, Sce here the happy condition of t! at Mi- 
ailter - 


; Niſter who is ſetled among ſuch a people as gives him 
abundant cauſe to love them, happy ts he that can lay 
to his people, in the words of the Apoſtle, My dearly 

beloved. 

And here let me ſpeak by way of encouragement 
to you of this pariſh. I find St. Pau! commending the 
good he ſaw in his people, 2 Theſ. 1.3. We ere bound to 
thank God always for you brethren, becauſe your faith 
grows exceedingly. In imitation of this Apoſtle let me 
at this time ſpeak a commendatory word to you 3 I 
have exerciſed myMiniſtry among you now almoſt this 
ſixteen years,and Irejoyce and bleſs God,that I can- 
not ſay,the wore 1 have loved you the leſs I am beloved ; 1 
have received many ſignal demonſtrations of love 
from you - though other Pariſhes exceeded you for 
number of houſes, yet I think not for ſtrength of af- 
fedtion. Thave with much comfort obſerved your re- 
verend attention to the Word preached 3 you have 
tejoycediin this light not for a ſeaſon, but to this day. 
I haye obſerved your zeal againſt error, and as much 
agcould be expel critical times, your unity and 
Sky. this is your honour, and if for the future there 
ſhould be'aninrertuption made of my Miniſtry among 
you, r—_ | ſhould not be permitted to preach to 
you, yet Iſhall not ceafeto love you, and to pray for 


' Byt why ſhonld there be an interruption made, where 
is the crime £ Some indeed fay we are diſloya], we 
are ſeditious. Beloved, what my aQions and ſuffer- 
idps for his Majeſty hath been is not unknownto a few 
of you; bur how ever we muſt go to heaven through 
gaad reportand bad report; tis well if we can get 
£0 glory though we paſs through the pikes. I ſhall en- 
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deavour; that I may, ſtill improvethg figcerity of my 
love. 1 will aot promiſe that I ſhall (tiH preach among 
you, nor will I ſay that I ſhall gaz I defire to be 
guided by the guidance of Gods Word and Ru pro 
dence, my heart is towardy you3 you know that. ex- 
preſſion, - then we ſhall be laid down ſhortly. as if we 
werenatural'y dead z and if it mult be ſo, let ine leave 
fome Legacies before I go hence. I cavn:t but give 
{owe counlcl to.yuur ſouls,and 1 hope there is ng 
in. this. 
| There are, Twenty DireZiozs I would leave with 
you, and 1 deſire you would take notice of them. 
Dire&iqn. 1. 'Keep your conſtant hours every. day 
with God; the godly man.is a man ſet apart, P/a-4+3- 
not onely becauſe God hath fer him apart by eleQion, 
but becaule he fets bincelf apart by devotion : Give 
God his hours every day; viſit God in the morning 
before you make any other viljt : wind up your bearts 
to heaven inthe morning and they will go the better 
all day afrer. Oturn your Cloſets into Temples, read 
the Scriptures, the two Teſtaments of the two lips 
by which God hath ſpoken ro us, theſe mill make us 
wiſe to ſalvation: T he Scripture is both a glaſs to ſhew 
your (pots, and afaver to waſh them away.; beftege 
Heaven every day with prayer, thus perfume your 
houſes, and keep aconſtant intercowle with beaver. 
Dire.2. Get good Books into your houſe; when 
you have not the ſpring near yot, you will get water 
into your Cilterns; when you have not that wholſom 
preaching that you were wont to have, good books 
are the. Ciſterns to hold the water of life to refreſh 
you. When Davids natural heat wastaken away they 
applied warm cloathsto him, 1 Kizg. 1. when you find 
a ebil 
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\'Ghilneſs poo ybut foul; and that your fortitt heat 
begins to abate, ply your ſelves with warm cloaths, 
get rheſe good Books that may furnith you with ſuch 
tfath'as may warm' and affet your hearts,” 0 
© *Diret#.3. Havea care of your Compariy, take heed 
of having any unneceſlary familtarity with lianers. 
"We cannot catch health from one another, but may 
ſoon catch 'a diſeaſe : ' the diſeaſe of finis very catch- 
ing, Pſal.105.35. I wonld be as miich afraid to come 
among wicked men, as I would be to come among 
them that have the plague. If we cannot make others 
better, -letus have a care they do not make us worſe. 
Lot was a miracle that kept Freſh in Sodowsfalt waters, 
Take heed of the occaſion of ſin; evil'company'they 
area occaſion to fin. Tisobſervable that the Naze- 
ri:e inthe old Law as he might drink no wine, fo he 
was forbid to eat of the grape wherewith the wine 
was made, Nxmb.16. to teach vs that evi] company 1s 
the Devils draw-net by which he hath drawn millions 
to hell. How manyin this City has been rumated in 
ſoul. and body by evil company, many go from a Play- 
honſe to a whotehouſe, and from a Tavernto Ty- 
burn. WILD | Ws 
Dire.7.4. Have a care Who you hear, tis our' Savi- 
ours caution, Matth.7.15." Beware of filſe Prophets. Let 
me tell you the Devil hath his Miniſters as well as 
Chriſt, we read in Rev. 12. 15. of a Serpent caſt- 
ing waters out of his month as a flood, * that is ,/ as 
the learned expound it, Satan by his Miniſters and E- 
milTaries.caſt ont floods of Aria» Dofrine to drown 
the Church: There are {cme of that ſubtilty and wir 
that have learned the art to mix error and truth to- 
gether, and to give poyſon in a golden cup': = 
' veed 
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heed whowe you hear, and how you hear., Beliketboſe 
noble Berears , AG. 17. that ſearchr che Scriptures, - 
your ears muſt not be liks Sponges thatſucks in the 
pudle water ,, with the poreh ine. ; But like; the 
Fan that fans out the. Chaff,. whilſt the (allid grain 
abideth z you muſt do like thoſe in Afat.13,48- they 
athered the good fiſb into veſſels , and threw way 
other. Saints are called Virgins for their wiſdom, 
they will not let every. one defile their ſouls with er- 
xour;z they have a judicious car , and.a critucal 
pallate,they can diſtinguiſh between truth and errour, 
they canput adiftereyce between meat of Gods lend- 
ing , _ meat of the Devils cooking, 


Dire. 5. Study ſincerity, Plal.5 1.6. thou defireſt 
truth in the inward parts3z be what youſcem to bez 
be notlike the Waterman , that looks one way aud 
Rows another 3 do not look Heaven-wards : by a 
profeſſion, and Hell-wards by your converſation 3 do 
not pretend God, aud love (ig 5 counterfeit piety 
is double iniquity  Olet:the heart be upright with 
God. the playner the Diamond is, the more richer; 
and the.more plainer the heart is, the more doth 
God valule this Jewel. A lictle ruſty Gold, is far bet- 
ter then a great deal of . bright Braſs, ſo alictle true 
grace, though ruſted with many infirmities, is better 
then all. the glitterings of. hypocrilie , a fiucere 
heart is Gods Coyn, aad heel give graynes of allow- 
Ance. | 
j 4 N 

DireZ. 6. As you love PR ; b: not ſtraogery 
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& Jour ſelves; be tnuch and often in the work of 
felf examination, among all. the books you read,” 
turn oyer the book of your own heart 3 look into: 
the book 'of Conſcience, and fee what'is written: 
there, Pſul.77. 6. Jcommune with my own heart ,, fer 
up a judgement ſeat in: your own ſouls, examine: 
whether you haye (grace or no, prove whither you- 
are in the faith 3 be: as much affraid' of painted ho- 
tineſs,. as you would be of going to a painted 'Hea» 
yen. Do not think-your ſelyes good , becauſe others 
think ſo; let Ge Word = = ——_— _ 
you earts 3 lett O the looking 
Gs by which you judge the complexion. Of yoo 
ouls for. want of fincerity many that have lived 
167 to others, have dyed unknown: to them- 
VE. 


Dire#: 7. Keep your ſpiritual watch , Mark, 133 
37. I ſay wito all watch , If itwerethe laſt wordT' 
were totpeak , it ſhould be this, Fatch, O what 
need have Chriſtians to be upon their watch , 
the heart is ſubtle, it will be ſtealing out unto vant 
7, and'if we be not careful it will decoy us intb 
m, we have a C_—_—_ rſons as we do - 
fuſpet , thy heart is. a: very ſuſpicious peice , 
have thy eye ſtill upon it, watch it continually, for 
it is a.boſome Traytor ;- Job feta watch before his- 
eyes, Job. 31. 1. we muſt every day keep Senti- 
ne! , do notileep upon thy guard, our ſleeping time 
1s Satans temptipg time, therefore let not thy watch: 
Eandlke goon, * | EET. -n 
| Dire@: 
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| Deb Do you PB eo aple of God 
ofſogiate together, Mal. 3-. 16., Thep they! thet feared 
uo Sontibol # oftew out 09 another. Shtiſts Doves 


ry one C 
another. One 


gle Coalof Juniper.will Genes 
anoayger together — them-breniog 4 confere 

nce ſometimes - aerkinich reachings 
one Chriſtian by good ES the holy 


I intoanother , and makes the _ Aon to 
ſhine —_—_ Itts onr $0 uf6the 
tradeinaCorporat as. erin b,neeng 'ofteq 
—_— june ore og god difcoure -08 foot; keeps 
vp the trade of godkaeds, which elſe wil decay and 
ſoon be leſt. 1s: not the Communion: of Saints an 
Article of our Creed ? and: yer do nat many lie as 
if ehis Article were d out... Nacuralifistiare 
abſcrved the ſumpathy of - Plants, they ſay ſome 
Plants wil bettey when they grow together, as 
the Vine an the Ele, the Oltveand the mintle 3 this 
$seruc in Keligj ; Saints who are qr8S of rightc- 
ohſacis PRESSES I TID WETINY grow 


Dire. 9 Get your my ſcrewed aboye. che 
World, ſet your affe@ions on things ebove , Col. 3. 3. 
We may ſec. the face iof the moon in the Water , 
but the Moon is fext above in. the firmoment 5 {© 
thougha Chriſtian walkes here 1 below , get bb heart 
{houkt:ibe fated:: above in.:Hroven; ithein'& ow | 
tft. kindsed:, ys pare joy'; oix Manken hou 
Y.N - ro 
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w' have our hearts, above is the beſt and ſweeteſt 


kind nd - of lifez”''the hi the -Birde flyer , the 
kwecter 10 3-afd. wap higher the heart israiſed 
above , thiAweeter-ars ms Joys. 'Fhe Eagls rhat 
in; the (Ayr: is nor ſtung with the Serpend, 
:hoſe Cheierrtitmct elevated-abore_ this lower 
regiowof the: World, rhey/arevnor-ftung with the 
vexing vaniticsof the _—y _ are full of Joy: oat 
pear: wagrwagg '-+ 


Dion 10: Trade pal h is] promiſes, 'che 
promifes areitgreat upports - to! farch 3 _fanh. lives 
on @ A the: _ lives _ wor Pr z 
pr are h- comfort ning”, 
chey are the':ivery breaſts ke - Goſpel : n+ 
childe' by ::{ucking- at 'the'breaſt _ ſtrengeh-, 
fo faith. Gicking. at the: breft. promife will 
get ſtrength» as. the Eagl. - Promiſes:are the blad- 
ders to: keep us from oking, when we come into 
the -: Waters of afflition- :: They are. a! ſweet 
cluſter of Grapes - that grow upon- Chriſt _ the 
true Vine 5' there 'is not :60ndirion we. can be 
in > but there is a promiſe to it , the promi- 


ſes like manna lutes themſelves to every CEE 
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Dine. 11: Live | na rs irom gave this 
advice to his friend , that ding: be always im- 
d;, that when:the Devil came he naght- not 
bim-idlez [fare 14m; the ſame God+thar ſairh 


rewember the. ſeventh day to keep it-boly+;: ws 
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days ſhalt tho labour , the great God never 


ſealed agrantent as idleneſs +y ide. perſon is a 
Game to his profefiion, 2 Theſe 4." 11+ ' Some we 
hear work neo all. Solan wade . a Law: that Idle- 
neſs | ſhould be :puniſhed , and Cicero faith of, an 
Idleperfon , that he draweth- his breath: but :duth 
not live , .that is in a calling he is not - uſeful ;, 
s good:Chriſtian afts within. the ſphear of: a. cab 
ling, } 11 | , 3 y 49 
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- Dire. 12+ Joyn-the ficſt.and ſecond: table to- 
gether: -,piety towards God ,. and :<quity toward 
your Neighbour.” The Apoſtle hath-put thele two ro- 
gether inone-verſe , T3/: 2. 12. that” you ſhonld live 
riehteonſly end godlily ;righteouſly that relates to 
morality , godly thar.relates to piety and ſandiry, 
Always remember that every commandment hath 
the ſame divine ſtawp' and authority as 'the other 
have. t wonld try a motal man by the! duties of 
the firſt: Table, and .I would-try a Peofeffor 
the duties of the tecond Table ,- ſome- — 
Faith , but they have no. works*'s: ethers have 
works but they have no faith: Some pretend zeal 
to God, but. they are: not juſt; others are juſts 
but they have: not one ſpark of zeal. I beſeech 
you, if you would go to Heuven, .torn-both ſides 
of the: Table , the firſt and ſecond Table, - joyn - 
theſe two, piety and Morality. As we blame the 
Papiſts for blotting our the. ſecond. commandmenr, 
Jet not the-Papiſts blame us for blotting. ouv the-ſe- 
cond Tables. - p47 
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\ -Dire@.13. Joyn the Serpent and the Dove'to 
ther, innocence and prudence, Metth. 10,16. Be oh 
# ſerpents, and barmlef ar dover; we muſt have ins 
nocence 'with our wiſdom, -elſe our wiſdom is bue 
craftineſs ;- and we muſt have wiſdom with our nno+- 


cency, clſeour i is but weakneſs ; we muſt 
Fae} fo harmleſneſs of hedork, that we 'may nut 
wrong others; and we mult have the wiſdom ofthe 
ſerpent that others may not abuſe and: circumvent 
us: Not to wrong the truth-by filence, here is the 
of the doves 'not to betray ,our ſelves 
by raſhneſs, here is the wiſdon) of the ſerpent; @ 
how rare is it to have theſe two united, the Dove 
and the Serpent 3 the Dove without the Serpent is 
folly, and the Serpent withoutthe Doveis impicty. 


- Dirod#.14. Be more afraid of fn then of ſuffering; 
ainan my fuffer and yet haye the love of 'God, but 
cannoefan but preſently God is angry; ſin ecli 


os 
light of Gods face in ſuffering, the conſcience of Þ 


amari may be quiet 3:25 when the hail bearzupon'the 
tiles, there may be muſick inthe honſe; ſo when there 
is ſuffering upan the body, there may be ther ndek 
inthe conſcience;But when a man fans preſucap | 
ly he loſes all his: peace. 8pirs when he had abju- 


ed; his Faith became a terrour to! himſelf, ihecifld 
nat endure bimclf; he proteſted” he thought Cais 
and. Jude in Hell did not feel the terrour chatte 
felt, He that will coomit finto preyerr ſuffering, 
is like a man that lers his head be broke $6 ſave'h's 


Dire@, 15. 
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-DireEion 15. Take heed of Idolatry, 1 Joha 
5, 21« Idolatry is an image of Jealouſic to provoke 
God 3 It breaks the Marriage knot aſunder, and 
makes the Lord diſclaim all intereſt io his people. 
The popiſh Religion is not defended by rengtb 
of Argument , but by force of Armes,, Keep your 
ſelves from Idols, and beware of ſuperſtition which 
+. the Gentleman-Lſber to Popery, - | 


. DireSion 16. Thiak not the, worle of Cadlineſs 
becauſe'it is reproached and perſecuted. Wicked 
men beipg ſtirred up by the Devil, do malkorte 
reproach the ways of God: Such were Juliena 
Lacien. And1 obſerve, though men would be god- 
ly on their Death-beds, yet in the rime of their: 
living they revile and hate Godlineſs. But think” 
not the worle of Religion becauſe it is reproached 
by the wicked. Suppoſe a Virgin ſhould be re- 
proached for her Chaſtity, is « ky ever the” 
warſe ? If a blinde- man (hould jear the Sun, the 
Sun is never the leſs bright. Godlineſs is the An- 
gels gloty; and ſball we be aſhamed'of that which 
makes us like Angels? There jsa time coming when 
the wicked would be glad to have ſome of that Ho- 
lineſs which they now deſpiſe, but they (ball then 
be as far from obcainiogit, asthey arenow.from de+- 
firing it. 

Dire8. 17. Do not think the better of ſip becauſe 
you ſce it in faſhion ; Think pot thobmeers? ing 


ty- becauſe moſt walk in this crooked - way. 
multt- 


( BJ 
.. wm 
nwltitude is a fooliſh argumegt 3 I Cay it again, the 
multitade doth not argue the goodneſs of a-thin 
The Devils name is Legion, which ſignifies mults- 
tude. Hells road is at this day fullot Travellers: 
Eſteem not better of fin becauſe moſt go this way. 
The multitude is erronious ſaich © Jerow : The plead- 
ing of the multitude will not hold at Gods Bar, 
when God ſhall ak you, Why did you prophane 
. _ mySabbaths? why were you drunk > why did you 
break your oaths? Lord, other men did ſo? God 
will ſay, ſecing you haveſinned with the multitude, 
you ſhall go to Hell with the multitude. I beſeech 
you be tender of your ſouls, and walk Antipedes 
with the times; if you be living fiſh ſwim agaioft 
the ſtream, Epheſ,5.-11. Heve no fellowſhip with the nn- 


fraitful works of darkyeſs. 


' Dire@8. 18, In the buſineſs of Religion ſerve God 
with all our might, in Eccleſafles 9. 10. what ſo 
ever thy hand finds to do, do it with all thy might; 
for there is no work, in the grave whether thon art 
Loing. This isthe argument why we ſhould do all 
we canfor Ged, and ſerve him with all our ftrength, 
becauſe the graveis very neer, and there is no pray - 
ing, no repenting in the graves our time is bur 
ſhort-, therefortdo as David , who danced before 
the Ark of God with all. his might's a&- vigorouſly 
for God in your ſphears, you muſt not onely ſay a 
prayer, or read a prayer, but poure out your prayers 
before God, do riot onely love Ged , but be ſick 
with love to God , iti Lev. 6, 13. God would have 
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ligudll CE hey he World, he went 4 fog 
0d, 4610-38. we are all Members af ane body 
allttick , mo are my we all neimbers gf once body 
myGipgl,and not every Member bs wfebul for the 
goodof the body ! that is a dead member that does 
hue is the hody. Pg uſeful, ghar when 
pug here may he a mls of you when you are gonez 
ve ſo uyfruitfyl, that their life js ſcarce worth 

a TNaney, ar their death wortha tear. 


Dine. 20. Anf ſo I bave flopez every day ſpend 


ſome thought upon Kterniey. Octernity, O eternity, 
all 


'- vs 


| (a6) | 
all of us here erf long, it may be ſome of us in- a few 
days or hours', muſt lanch out into the Ocean ofteter- 
ity. There is no proſpeftive Glals, amen + 1 
Which we can ſee to the end of eternity ; theſe ſands 
can never benumbered, this line can never be meaſu- 
red 3 eternity it 4s a condition that is evyerlaſt- 
ing 3 yau that-are godly you ſhall be everlafting- 
ly happy,youſhall always be ſunning your ſelves in the 
Iight of Gods countenance,but the wicked ſhall be al- 
ways ſuffering, ever lying under the ſcalding droping 
of the wrath of the Almighty 3 eternity to the godly, 
It isa day that hath noſun ſettingzeternity tothe wick: 
ed, is a night-that hath no ſun rifing. * The ſerious 
thoughts of eternity would bea ou means 'to pro- 
mote holineſs , the fore-thoughts of eternity would 
make us be very ſerious about our ſouls. O' my ſoul 
thou art ſhortly to fly into eternity, a condition rhat 
never can be reverſed or altered. How ſerious would 
this make us about the heaven-born ſoul , Zexxezs be- 
ing asked whybe was ſo long in drawing & Picture? 
Anſwered, I am now painting for eternity, How fer- 
vent would that man pray that thinks he is praying for 
eternity? how holy and circumſpect would that. man 
live that chinks upon this moment hangs etetmiry? © * 


' Secondly , the hog of eternity would make uy 
fight and contemn all the things inthe 'World., what 
is the world to him that has eternity always in his eye; 
did we think ſolemnly upon eternity , we ſhould not 
over value the comforts of, the World, nor over 
grieve at the croſfesof the world. Firtt 1 ſay we ſhould 
not over value the comforts of the World ; comforts 

they 
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ſ but th _-_ ſwift an 
they areiweet, they are ſwift and ſoon - ; 
ako of the World are but for a ſeaſon © juſt 
like Noebs Dove that brought an olive branch ia het 
mouth, but had Wings preſently to flye away. Se: 
condly, as not to over value, ſonot toover-grieve at 
the loſs of them 3 what are theſe ſufferings, they are 
but for a while, 1 Phil. 5. 10. and what is that to eter- 
nity? our ſuffering may be laſting , but they ſhall not 
be everlaſting 3 our greateſt attlitions are not wor- 
thy of that Ecernal waight of glory. 
And thus my Beloved I bave given you twenty direGi-- 
ons for your precious ſouls, I beſcech you treaſure them up 
41 ſo many precious jewels inthe Cabinet of your _—_ 
carrying theſe about you may prove an excellent antidote 


againſt ſin, and to preſerve zeal, and keep it flaming 
on the Alt ar of your hearts. I have many things more to 
ſay to you,and 1 know not if God will give another opor- 
tunity 3 but I beſeech you let the things I heve ſpoken: 
«bide upon you. 


FIN IS. 


